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PETITION IN SUPPORT OF 
THE RAIL TRAIL 
PRESENTED
In an effort to demonstrate support for the Bi-Peds 
proposal to construct a rail trail on the Newburyport 
Branch rail bed, the Bi-Peds circulated a petition 
during November and early December to gather citizen 
signatures. The petition drive was successful, not so 
much for how many signatures were gathered, but in 
getting more people to talk about the trail.  Over 800 
signatures were presented to the Selectmen at their 
meeting on January 17,2006.  

There was no specific goal set for how many signatures 
could be obtained in a given time.  Had it been 
circulated during a warmer time of the year, no doubt 
more people would have had the time and opportunity 
to gather signatures.  Thanks go to all those who 
gathered signatures from neighbors, condo residents, 
Rotary, Kiwanis, YMCA , health clubs, and other 
places to numerous to mention.  A quick look through the 
signatures showed that many civic minded community 
leaders and residents adjacent to the railbed were 
signers. 

Many of the signatures were obtained during five 
Saturday mornings in November and early December as 
members of the Bi-Peds gave out information and 
gathered signatures from a table set up in front of 
Western Cycle Shop at 22 Maple Street, Danvers.  It 
was a fun activity for those who volunteered as the 
response was greatly in favor of the trail.  The 
volunteers also learned how many people from outside 
of Danvers patronize the downtown area, many who 
expressed a desire to live here.  The Bi-Ped board are 
always appreciative when people come forward to help 
out as they did during the petition drive. 

Petitions were also placed in many businesses along 
Maple Street: Custom Cup, Martha's Bread Basket, 
Western Cycle, Supreme Roast beef, Goodies Ice Cream, 
and the Toy Store.  All the merchants asked were very 
receptive.  It did not seem necessary to approach each 
merchant.  If it had been a contest for the most 
signatures, Supreme Roast beef would have won.

The Danvers Bi-Peds along with 7 communities to our north 
secured a grant from the National Park Service.  For the next 
year, Steve Golden of the Northeast Region of the NPS  will 
be working with the 8 communities to help them move toward 
getting a rail trail from Danvers to the New Hampshire 
border.  Matt Duggan and Ingrid Barry attended the first 
meeting of the regional group, often referred to as the Border 
to Boston. The meeting  was moderated by Steve Golden.

Towns represented at the first meeting were Salisbury, 
Newburyport, Boxford, Georgetown, Topsfield, Wenham, 
Danvers, Peabody, Wakefield, and Lynnfield  As each 
community gave a summary of where their town was in the 
rail trail process, it became clear that Danvers and Wenham 
are the only communities in which the Selectmen have not 
come out in favor even looking into the benefits of the trail.  In 
Wenham, they only have a mile or so of rail bed and no one 
has brought the idea to them as yet.  Several of the  towns 
were represented by a Selectman.  The Danvers 
representatives hope this situation will change for them.  
Perhaps, some day soon a Selectman will be among those 
representing Danvers.

RIVERS,TRAILS & 
CONSEVATION ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM GRANT

FEBRUARY 7, AN IMPORTANT 
DATE?
Just as the newsletter was being wrapped up, this news came 
in.  The proposed rail trail will be an agenda item for the Feb. 
7th meeting  of the Board of Selectmen.  In the words of 
Chairman Ken Brown, “to discuss just how the Board wishes 
to proceed with this "charged" item.”  Be sure to come out to 
show your support. Check the BOS agenda, on line or call 
town hall, a few days prior to find out the time for the 
discussion.
Does this mean a vote will be taken?  

SELECTMEN’S RAIL TRAIL 
WORKSHOP
If you were among the supporters who came out that cold night 
of December 14 to show your support for the rail trail, we thank 
you.  Five people from the Bi-Peds and five from the NIC, the 
opposition group, each had a few minutes to speak.  The 
Selectmen then asked a few questions.  There was no audience 
participation.  Matt Duggan, Ralph Ardiff, Diane Langlais, 
and Jerry Klima did an excellent job of presenting facts and 
information on all aspects of rail trails, including crime, home 
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Selectmen’s Rail Trail Workshop - continued.
owner concerns, and funding options.  Jerry Klima is a selectmen 
from Salisbury, a community about to sign a lease with the 
MBTA for a rail bed in their town.  He also lived in Lexington 
for many years and is very familiar with what the trail offers 
that community.  The Bi-Peds appreciated his input at the 
workshop.  Ingrid Barry  wrapped it up with a request to move 
forward.

The Selectmen invited phone call, letters, and/or e-mails from 
citizens to assist them in making their decision.  This is where 
each and everyone of you who are supporters of a rail trail for 
Danvers have an important job.  The opposition is scaring 
people with statements such as taxes will go up to build and 
maintain it which is false.  Taxes go up now and they probably 
will in the future but it will not be because of the trail.  Most of 
the trails in the state are built with federal money which, if it 
doesn’t go to Danvers, it will go to some other community so why 
not Danvers.  As for maintenance, most towns with trails don’t 
have dollar amounts to show because it is insignificant and 
often a friends of the trail group does much of it.  However, if 
people hear taxes up, they often don’t take time to check 
whether it is true.   If you have not already done so, please 
contact the Selectmen, all five, and tell them how you feel.  If 
you are adjacent to the rail bed, be sure they know.  Contact 
information can be found at www.danvers.govoffice.com.  Click 
on Boards and Commissions. It can also be found in the front 
sections of the local phone books.  It is important to act quickly. 

As a follow up to the workshop, the Bi-Peds prepared a report 
giving the Selectmen a written form of the information 
presented on December 14.  It also contained a list of contacts 
with various rail trail expertise who could who could be 
contacted for first hand information.  Matt Duggan presented a 
copy to each Selectman and the town manager at their meeting 
on January 17, 2006.  

LOOK FOR CONDITIONS TO 
IMPROVE AT THE
WENHAM/LOCUST STREET 
INTERSECTION
The spring, 2004 issue of the newsletter was the first time 
that improvements to the Wenham/Locust Street 
intersection were first mentioned.  It may be about to 
become reality.  It has been reported by David Lane that 
work will begin on the Wenham/Locust Street 
intersection, probably in the spring of 2006.  Granite 
curbing and concrete sidewalks will wrap around the 
south side, the telephone pole island will be made 
smaller allowing for 2 lanes of traffic coming off of 
Wenham St.  There will also be a turning lane for those 
coming off of Locust and turning left.   A fog line will help 
to give bicycles a safer area in which to ride.  Steps will 
be taken in front of the convenience store and Agway to 
keep cars from parking on the sidewalk area.  It is 
disappointing that there will not be a sidewalk on the 
garage side of the street but we were told there is no room 
for one as the town does not own enough land on that side.  
Not a perfect solution  but the intersection should be safer 
for everyone using it.  

CHECK OUT THE NEW MAP
Matt Duggan, Danvers Bi-Peds Vice President, has been 
busy using his computer skills.  The Bi-Peds web site, 
www.danversbipeds.org, has a new map of the proposed 
trail, complete with pictures.  He says it is still a work in 
progress.  It looks good now but watch for it to get even 
better.

501c3 NON PROFIT 
ORG. FILING
Making Danvers a safer place to walk and bike will cost some 
money and the Bi-Peds hope to be a fund raising organization 
to help cover those costs.  With that goal, Matt Duggan is 
filing 501c3 papers to make the Bi-Peds a nonprofit 
organization.  If anyone has experience in this area and would 
like to assist, please contact Matt Duggan or Ingrid Barry.

E-MAIL NEWSLETTER
With the thought of saving money for work toward our 
goals and to make less work for some members, Bi-Peds will 
now send an e-mail notice to those with an e-mail address 
linking to the web site where the newsletter can be down 
loaded.  If you received the e-mail version of this 
newsletter but would prefer to receive it by mail, please 
contact Ingrid Barry.  If anyone has received the newsletter 
in the mail but would  not mind receiving it by e-mail, 
please send your address to ibarry@danversbipeds.org.  It 
would be greatly appreciated and you will then also get 
important notices of meetings, etc. that come up between 
newsletter.  

NEXT BI-PEDS MEETING
February 20, 2006  - Viewing of the latest Bi-Peds 
DCAT show, discussion of trail activities in the 
surrounding communities.  7:00 pm at the 
Carriage House in Endicott Park

March 20, 2006 -  Betsy Goodrich of Rails to Trails 
Conservancy will speak on winning over 
community support for trails.  Held at the 
Carriage House at 7:00 pm.

CHECK OUT THESE  INFORMATIVE WEB SITES
www.danversbipeds.org www.railtrails.org  
www.bikeleague.org      www.massbike.org  
www.americawalk.org www.bikewalk.org

www.danversbipeds.org


