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TOWN MANAGER REPORTS ON 
MBTA LEASE 

At the February 21 Board of Selectmen’s 
Meeting they directed Wayne Marquis to begin 
negotiations with the MBTA on a lease of the 
rail bed in Danvers.  When the Selectmen met 
on September 5th, Wayne Marquis gave an 
update on the progress of the lease 
negotiations.  He stated that his negotiations 
with the General Manager of the MBTA 
seemed to be a positive process.  They were 
discussing liability issues which the recently 
passed Resor Bill should make more palatable.  
He did not see the fact that Guilford Rail still 
has a freight easement on part of the rail line as 
an insurmountable problem.  The MBTA has 
set up a rather standard lease which all towns 
are expected to pretty much follow.  One of the 
conditions is that the right of way  be used for a 
pathway, as in alternative transportation on a 
transportation corridor.  On this point, the 
town manager ‘s idea differs.  He would like to 
lease it as open space leaving the town with the 
option of what to do with it.  He felt that by the 
end of the year, he would have a lease in final 
form to present to the Selectmen.

Each Selectman had a concern or two.  Gardner 
Trask, who feels the town should get the land 

TOWN MEETING UPDATE
The members of Bi-Peds who worked on the 
contacting all the town meeting members 
following the information packet mailed out to 
them in Spring now know how difficult it is to 
get in touch with many of them.  Matt Duggan, 
Bi-Peds Vice President, entered the race for town 
meeting in Precinct 1 on a pro rail trail stance.  
He took his decision to run seriously, put in a lot 
of time and  ‘shoe leather’  to achieve his goal, 
including doing an impersonation of the 
Gloucester fisherman on a rainy election day.   

for future infrastructure use said that as with all 
town open space, people can petition how it is 
used.  He was concerned about the bridge 
structures along the line.  

Keith Lucy was interested to know exactly which 
rail lines were included in the lease.

Bill Clark pointed out that the spur line which 
runs from the recently sold former Sylvania 
plant on Sylvan Street to the main Newburyport 
Branch could be a good transportation route for 
the future workers there.  

When the town manager comes back with the 
lease in final form, it will still have to be voted on 
by the Board of Selectmen.   Their approval is 
very important.  Therefore the Bi-Peds must 
continue to attempt to demonstrate that this land 
as a pathway would be a desirable, viable, and 
affordable option for them to pursue just as it is 
in so many surrounding communities.  It is, as 
always, important to let the Selectmen and Town 
Manager know how you feel about the proposed 
trail and  general biking and walking conditions 
in Danvers.  For contact information, go to the 
front section of the community phone book or to 
www.danvers.govoffice.com. 

Congratulations and thank you to Matt on behalf 
of all those dreaming of a pathway through 
Danvers.  

Matt  also wrote an citizen’s petition, which was 
approved and appeared on  the May town 
meeting agenda asking for a show of support  of 
efforts by the town to study the feasibility of 
construction of a multi use path on the 
Newburyport Rail line.  Many, including Bill 
Clark, spoke up in favor of the article and it 
passed easily.



HOME OWNER SIDEWALK DUTIES  
Spread the word - vegetation planted by the 
homeowner should not hang over the sidewalk 
or grow on top of it.  Trees over the sidewalk 
should clear it by 8 feet.  Accumulated leaves and 
dirt on the walk should be removed.  The 
sidewalk was no doubt 5 feet wide when it went 
in and it should remain that way.  Broken 
sidewalks should be reported to Public Works at 
978-762-0231 or go to 
www.danvers.govoffice.com and fill out the 
contact form under public works.

ANNUAL MEETING REVIEW
The annual meeting which was held on May 22 
was well attended.  Guest speaker, Steve Golden, 
of the National Park Service started his talk by 
presenting Ingrid Barry with her own Junior 
Ranger National Park Service Hat.  He got 
everyone involved when he passed out large 
aerial photos of several locations along the 
proposed Danvers rail trail.  Small groups 
gathered around each to throw out ideas as to 
what would be the best approach for the trail in 
that area.  The Bi-Peds thank the Danvers Bank 
for the use of their community room and Steve 
Golden for generously sharing his time and 
knowledge with the group.

DANVERS BI-PEDS, INC. TAKES 
STEPS TO BECOME NON PROFIT
Confident that eventually the Danvers Bi-Peds, 
Inc. will become a fund raising organization to 
assist in the construction and maintenance of a 
pathway across town, they have filed with the 
federal internal revenue service to be a nonprofit  
(charitable) organization.  It would not have 
been possible without the generous donation of 
time and skill by Pete Maddock which saved the 
organization a great deal of money.   The Bi-Peds 
greatly appreciates his help.

REPORT ON SEPTEMBER 11 MEETING
After an update on past events over the summer, the group of 12 people, some of them adjacent homeowners 
themselves, discussed the information which was presented to be used in meeting with adjacent homeowners.  In the 
spirit of cooperation, 9 people divided up the list of homeowners to contact during the next 7 or 8 weeks.
The next Danvers Bi-Peds meeting is Oct. 16 at 7:00 pm in the Carriage House at 
Endicott Park.  If you are interested in safer biking and walking in Danvers, you 
are welcome to attend.  Adjacent homeowner comments will be discussed.

STREET NEWS
• Look for work to begin on the Wenham/Locust 
Street intersection sometime during September.  
• If you noticed the new surface on Cabot Road 
and thought fog lines (those white lines near the 
edge of the road) would have been helpful as they 
are known to help slow traffic down, according to 
David Lane,  Danvers director of operations, they 
planned to install fog lines on Cabot but ran into a 
budget issue. It is still their intent.
• He also said that because Collins Street  is still 
scheduled to be reconstructed through the state 
transportation improvement program, they held 
off on fog lines.  The thin new surface is only to 
hold the road together until then.

WALKING GROUP TO END SEASON 
WITH A FAMILY HALLOWEEN 
COSTUME WALK
The Danvers Bi-Peds began a weekly Monday 
night walking group at the start of daylight 
saving time.  As the daylight hours grow shorter, 
it seemed appropriate to hold the last one, at 
least for this year, at the end of daylight saving 
time. 
So come Sunday, October 29th put on your 
funniest or scariest costume and join the group 
hiking the fitness trails at Endicott Park.  The 
group will head out from in front of the  
Carriage House at 3:00 pm.  Parents are asked to 
pre register the children with Keelin Dawe at 
978-750-4111 or  keelindawe@comcast.net as 
small surprises will be given out to the children.  
Register early as participation is limited to  30 
children, but an unlimited number of adults.  The 
paths are dirt.  All should wear walking shoes.  
People are asked not to wear masks as they can 
obstruct ones view and be sure that costumes are 
not so long as to hamper safe walking.  Older 
children and adults who want a longer walk can 
add the trails on Whipple Hill to the hike.  
Costumes on the adults are not required to 
participate but encouraged in the spirit of the 
day.


