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MBTA LEASE SIGNING BY DANVERS
CONTINUES TO CHUG ALONG 
After 2 postponements due to the Selectmen’s agenda 
being to full, the town manager sent out word that the 
lease would be an agenda item for the next meeting, April 
1 st.  Although 10 minutes were designated on the agenda 
for the topic; unbeknownst to anyone it seems but some 
folks opposed to the trail, Mike Powers, Selectmen 
Chairman, opened the topic up to comments from the 
audience.  Almost 2 hours later, the comment period was 
closed and Bill Clark made a motion to vote on directing 
the town manager to sign the lease.  The Bi-Peds 
members present all wondered - was it really going to 
happen?

As is the procedure, a motion allows for more discussion 
among the board members.  Two members, Keith Lucy 
and Mike Powers, had some concerns about the lease and 
requested more information from Wayne Marquis.  With 
Gardner Trask choosing to give them time to seek out 
answers, that only left Dan Bennett and Bill Clark ready 
to approve the motion that evening.  It almost felt like 
someone should have said,  “April Fools” to have gotten 
so close to signing the lease and then to pull back.  

It was agreed by all that it would again come up for a 
decision before the end of May.  This would be a good 
time to show your appreciation of the support that 
Selectmen Bill Clark, Dan Bennett, and Garner Trask are 
demonstrating for the creation of a rail trail, of which 
signing the lease, is an important step.  Contact them by 
phone or e-mail (contact information appears on page xx) 
to say thanks.  Contact Keith Lucy and Mike Powers to 
express your desire to move forward with the project.

WATCH FOR NOTICE OF SELECTMEN’S 
MEETING
When the Selectmen vote on the motion to direct the town 
manager to sign the MBTA lease, it would be good to 
show support for the rail trail by being present in the 
audience.  The Bi-Peds will try to inform members and 
interested citizens when that date is known but it will 
most likely be May 20.  You are asked to keep the night 
open so you may attend.  

HOW DO THE CITIZENS OF DANVERS 
COMPARE?
Anyone who listened to almost 2 hours of people opposed 
to the construction of a rail trail/linear park/bike path (call 
it what you want) speak at the April 1st Selectmen’s 
meeting, almost certainly should have gotten the 
impression that the citizens of Danvers are a wild bunch. 
Across the state and country, there are communities with 
rail trails which are making them longer.  Why?  Because 
the communities value them and find they add to the 
quality of life. To mention a few close by, look to the 
towns of Amesbury, Salisbury, Bedford and the Cape Cod 
area.  To listen to those who spoke opposed; they cited 
crime, vandalism, damage to property, and trespassing 
among the things that will happen if Danvers builds a 
trail.  

They obviously must feel that the citizens of Danvers are 
not as law abiding and capable of being trusted to use a 
rail trail in the same way so many citizens in other 
communities do.  To hear such talk may make you feel 
frustrated or even insulted.  If you believe that the people 
of Danvers are as civil as citizens of other communities 
with trails, be prepared to let your voice be counted -  
Contact the Selectmen, join the Bi-Peds, talk to your 
neighbors, write letters.

BI-PEDS ANNUAL MEETING - MAY12, 2008
CARRIAGE HOUSE AT ENDICOTT PARK -  7:00PM

LEARN ABOUT HOW PEABODY IS BUILDING THEIR 4.3 MILE LONG RAIL TRAIL
BLAIR HANEY, SENIOR PLANNER FOR PEABODY WILL DISCUSS WHERE IS GOES AND 

HOW IT GETS THERE - STREET CROSSING, WET LAND AREAS,  ADJACENT PROPERTIES



BIKE RACKS ON THE WAY?
Almost one year ago, Charles Lincicum presented 
information to the then Director of Operations of Public 
Works, David Lane, on acquiring bike racks for several 
areas around Danvers.  The racks are available free 
from the MAPC  Regional Bike Parking Program but 
shipping and installation are the responsibility of the town 
or from donations.  The latest word from Charles who has 
persisted with this project is that they will be coming. 

With the price of gas on the rise, they may soon be 
appreciated by increasingly more people. 

ARE YOUR SIDEWALKS SAFE FOR ALL TO 
USE??
It’s spring cleanup time.  What better time to check the 
condition of the sidewalks bordering your property.  You 
never know when someone may walk by and risking 
injuring someone due to unsafe conditions caused by 
homeowner negelect is probably not a good thing.

According to the Danvers Town Ordinances revised thru’ 
May 21, 2007, under CHAPTER VIII, Section 1 it states - 
No owner or occupant of a building shall cause to be 
erected or maintained any eaves, awnings or other 
projections less than eight feet above the level of the 
sidewalk.  Section 6 states - No person shall place in or 
on any street or public place any garbage, filth, offal, 
rubbish ... And Section 7 states -  No person shall ride a 
horse, bicycle or motor vehicle on any sidewalk. They 
also state that Parking on sidewalks is illegal.  

Perhaps these by-laws should be amended by Town 
Meeting to make them more clear or if they are not to be 
enforced, Town Meeting should repeal them if it is the 
wish of the citizens to not have safe sidewalks all over 
town.  Low trees and shrubs projecting over the sidewalk, 
sidewalks covered with leaves, dirt, and vegetation, and 
cars parked on sidewalks create problems for the able 
bodied pedestrian and a definite safety issue for young 
children and the handicapped.  Let’s all do our part to 
make Danvers a more pedestrian friendly community.

THIS IS A DANVERS 
SCENE BUT

IS THIS THE TYPE OF 
SIDEWALKS WE 

WANT TO HAVE IN 
DANVERS?

Speak up if you have any 
ideas on how to change old 

sidewalk habits. 

BI-PEDS APPLY FOR HELMET GRANT
Once again the Bi-Peds have applied for free bicycle 
helmets.  At press time the recipients of the grants had yet 
to be determined.  The Executive Office of Public Safety 
and Security (EOPSS), through its Highway Safety 
Division (HSD), makes the  bicycle helmets available for 
distribution to units of government or not for profit 
organizations with a public purpose.  The helmet 
distribution program aims to help reduce bicycle, 
skateboard, roller-blade, and scooter-related fatalities and 
injuries.  If the Bi-Peds receive helmets, they will 
distribute them to children accompanied by an adult 
during Endicott Park Day on June 21.  

More volunteers, especial if you have experience fitting 
helmets, are needed to help out at the Bi-Peds table for 
this event, June 21st from 11:00 to 2:00.  Please contact 
Ingrid Barry at ibarry@danversbipeds.org or 
978-774-8159.
BORDER TO BOSTON TRAIL COALITION
Of the 8 communities which make up the Border to 
Boston Trail Coalition, progress comes in various ways.   
Salisbury had another town and volunteer trail building 
day on April 22nd and added more distance to their stone 
dust trail.  The state is ready to start construction in the 
heart of Newburyport on a little more then a mile of trail 
to be a hot top surface.  Topsfield hopes to soon start on a 
small section of their stone dust trail,  Other communities 
such as Boxford, Georgetown, and Topsfield continue to 
negotiate with National Grid Power Company for use of 
the right of way.  In Danvers trail supporters are hopeful 
the Lease will soon be signed so that discussion can move
(cont) forward.  Meanwhile Mass Highway has put out 
to bid what is called the 25% design phase which will 
encompass the area from the NH border to Maple St. in 
Danvers.  As with most rail trails in MA, they move 
forward ever so slowly and in various ways.

The more voices speaking up in favor through Bi-Peds 
membership and talking to neighbors and town leaders 
will help move the trail forward more easily.

AUTO BIKE RAKE IS YOURS FOR A $20 
DONATION .   
Used Rhode Gear 2-bike receiver hitch shuttle bike rack. 
which attaches to a 1 17/8” or 2’ trailer hitch available for 
a donation of at least $20 to the Danvers Bi-Peds.  
Contact Ingrid Barry at 978-774-8159 or e-mail 
ibarry@danversbipeds.org  if you are interested.  It 
doesn’t fit our new car.


