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SELECTMEN SIGN BORDER 
TO BOSTON RESOLUTION 

As has been mentioned in previous newsletters, 
for over a year representatives of the Bi-Peds 
have been working with the Border To Boston 
Coalition (B2B) made up of the 8 communities 
from Danvers to the New Hampshire border 
connected by the Newburyport rail line.  The 
group, with the help of the National Park Service 
Rivers and trails Program and the Essex National 
Heritage Commission, produced the a lengthy 
and detailed Implementation Plan.  If interested, 
it is available to read at danversbipeds.org or at 
the public library reference desk.  Each 
community except Danvers had signed a 
resolution stating that they would work together 
to study the feasibility of the regional trail.  

Copies of the Plan and the resolution were sent 
to the Selectmen, Town Manager and town clerk 
on February 1st and Matt Duggan appeared 
before the Selectmen under new business on 
February 6th asking that the resolution be 
signed.  Chairman Stan Svensson set up a 
meeting on March 1st with Wayne Marquis and 3 
representatives from the Bi-Peds along with 
Selectman Bill Clark to answer questions which 
Mr. Svensson had concerning the Plan.  We all 
quietly celebrated a small victory for a rail trail in 
Danvers when all 5 Selectmen signed the 
resolution by the end of their March 6th meeting.  
The Town Manager is to appoint 2 people from 
town hall the represent Danvers at the B2B 
meetings and at a Mass Highway Task Force 
being formed to hopefully assist with moving 
the concept of a regional trail forward.  

The Bi-Peds thank all of the Selectmen for signing 
the Resolution.  Hopefully, the 2 representatives 
will be appointed soon.

WENHAM/LOCUST STREET WORK.
It is not possible to drive or walk through the 
Wenham/Locust Street intersection area and not 
notice the improvements.  When it is completed, 
it should be attractive and safer.  

Many have also noticed however that a stone 
wall built in front of 10 Wenham St. necessitated 
by the widening of the roadway was extended 
most of the way across the rail right of way.  
Whether the reason for that was poor 
communication or what, the Bi-Peds have been 
assured that it will be removed by the time the 
plans are in place to construct a trail.  Also, 
according to Coleen O’Brien-Pitts, director of the 
Electric Company,  that section of the rail bed is 
active and must remain accessible by electric 
company trucks and equipment.

SEE HOW THE CANDIDATES FOR SELECTMEN
FEEL ABOUT A RAIL TRAIL FOR DANVERS -
TURN TO PAGE 2, AND MORE INFORMATION 
ON PAGE 3.

BI-PEDS WEEKLY WALKING GROUP
Steven Cotter and his sidekick, Alexander, have 
once again volunteered to coordinate the weekly 
walks around town.  After a wet start, they say 
better weather is coming.  Check the newspaper 
or the web site calendar for times and locations 
as they change to help accommodate more 
people and to add interest.  It is a fun way to 
learn more about Danvers, get exercise, and 
meet new people.  The walks are usually about 1 
hour.  

DON’T MISS THE ANNUAL MEETING 
AND A CHANCE TO WIN A FREE 

NIGHT OF LODGING
MAY 14, 2007 7:00 TO 9:00

ENDICOTT PARK, DANVERS
2 GUEST SPEAKERS, HARVEY BINGHAM AND 

CRAIG DELLA PENNA
TOPIC: LIVING ALONG A RAIL TRAIL
DOOR PRIZE: 1 NIGHT AT THE MAPLE 

SUGAR TRAILSIDE INN IN FLORENCE, MA.
MORE DETATILS ON PAGE 4 AND 6.



CANDIDATES FOR SELECTMEN REPLY TO RAIL TRAIL QUESTIONS
    Town Election May 1, 2007 - Learn what the candidates have to say
Be sure to get out to vote.  The Selectmen have a lot to do with how or if a rail trail goes across 
Danvers.  To find out how they feel about the trail, the 4 candidates were asked to reply to 2 
questions.   There are many town decisions which they vote upon but if you feel that the trail is 
important to Danvers, carefully read their  replies for what is said and not said.

What follows are their replies in the order in which they were recieved:  
1.  If you are elected to the Board of Selectmen in May, would you work toward making such a trail possible?

Dan Bennett:   I agree with the resolution the selectmen signed.

Stan Svensson: Yes, I already have

Keith Lucy : As a current sitting Selectman, I have signed the resolution of support of the efforts to further investigate 
the possibility of constructing the trail.  As with any proposal that is or has been presented to the Board, I would 
work towards making sure as many needs and desires of the residents are achieved within the fiscal constraints of the 
Town.

Randall Sparkas: (NO REPLY)

2.  Once the questions about funding construction and maintenance of the trail were answered and the trail was 
designed to mitigate within reason adjacent homeowner concerns, would you vote to proceed with the trail 
construction?

Dan Bennett:  I would be in favor of proceeding depending on the answers to the questions about funding and 
maintenance.

Stan Svensson: Yes, I feel the trail would be an asset to the town and I look forward to using it.

Keith Lucy:   I only wish that the decision was that simple.  As I have discussed at the several public sessions that 
the Board has dedicated to the topic, there are several concerns that I have in addition to the construction / 
maintenance costs and the concerns of the abutters. 
 
At this point it is still unclear to me if we will possibly be liable for any potential clean-up of hazardous materials 
that maybe discovered during the construction of such a trail.  As you are aware, Danvers has had a very industrial 
based past and I am concerned that the sins of the past may be hidden in the embankments of the abandoned railway.  
While I would surely be in favor of cleaning these areas if they were discovered, I am concerned that even one such 
find may drive the cost of the project to an unaffordable level.  The discovery of a single buried oil tank during the 
construction of the new  Holten-Richmond Middle School resulted in the Town spending over $500,000 in mitigation 
costs, none of which was reimbursable by the State or Federal Governments.
 
Further, and possibly my largest concern is that of public safety.  From the impressive Border to Boston report that 
you supplied, I learned that of all of the towns in the report,  Danvers has both the highest number of at grade street 
crossings as well as the highest density of the same.   Every year, there are many accidents involving motor vehicles 
and either pedestrians or cyclists.  This past year brought a tragedy at the intersection of Pickering and Hobart 
Streets.  In addition to the financial and abutter concerns, I would need a definitive plan to mitigate the addition of 
ten at grade crossings.
 
If there is one particular thing that the past three years have taught me is that all good projects are the result of 
collaboration between the citizens, Town hall staff, the various Town boards as well as State authorities.  To that 
end, I think your group is doing the right thing in determining what exactly the costs and impacts are of such a project 
and not simply diving in head first. 
Thank you for the opportunity to address this important topic.

Randall Sparkas:  (NO REPLY)


