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     First step toward a Danvers 
          Rail Trail, make sure
            you are part of it!
There is an abandoned rail corridor which cuts across Danvers 
from Rt. 114 by McDonalds to Topsfield by Rt. 97.  It is 4.35 
miles long and is known as the Newburyport Branch.  It varies 
in width from 25’ to 100’.  This piece of land is anywhere from 
13 to 29 acres in size.  The difference in size being that the 
MBTA may offer to sell some of it to the abutters where it is 
extra wide.  Picture this land, now over grown and often 
strewn with trash, as a linear park or green space with a 
multi use recreational trail running the entire length.  The 
town can obtain a 99 year lease on this land for free just by 
asking.  Compare that to $1.32 million paid for the last 22 
acres of green space acquired by Danvers. 

So, as the Danvers Bi-Peds see it, the first step to a rail trail 
in town is to ask the Board of Selectmen to request a lease from 
the MBTA.  A committee made up of Bi-Peds members is 
putting together an information packet to send to the 
Selectmen.  We are on the January 18th. agenda.  Though it is 
hard to imagine why anyone would be opposed to 13 free acres 
of open space with a pathway in town, we do have to show 
that such a park is supported by the citizens.  We are asking 
all Bi-Peds members to make a point of helping to fill the 
Daniel J. Toomey  Hearing Room for that January 18th. 7:30pm  
meeting.   Ask any friends who would like to be able to walk, 
bike, or roller blade across town without concern for traffic to 
come as well.  It is very important.  Remember, January 18th, 
7:30 pm.

            Bi-Peds gives the  
   Rec. Committee an update
On Thursday, October 21, Ingrid and Tom Barry, as 
representatives of the Bi-Peds, attended the Recreation 
Committee meeting to give them an update on what we 
have done since we last attended on June 18, 2003.  Included 
in the discussion was the upcoming meeting with the Board 
of Selectmen in January. (See the article above.)  The 
Recreation Committee will be present at that time to show 
their support and to introduce the Bi-Peds representatives.

 Working toward a safer corner 
Wenham/Locust St. Intersection
It was reported in the Spring newsletter that there would 
be public meetings concerning the safety of this 
intersection.  Watch for notices of these meetings after the 
first of the year.

   Do you have a complaint
         about a sidewalk 
The Disabilities Committee has asked for help from 
people who walk  (or small children who ride bikes)  
around Danvers.  They are working  with the Department 
of Public Works to improve walking conditions around 
Danvers.  That means they want to know where 
sidewalks are needed, sidewalks are in need of repair, 
and where curb cuts and cross walks are needed.  If a 
condition is not good for an able bodied citizen, it 
certainly isn’t good for those with disabilities. Do you 
walk in town?  Do your young children ride their bikes on 
the sidewalks?  Make a note of the areas that ‘bug’ you 
and call Ingrid Barry at 978-774-8159 or e mail at 
tlb.mib@verizon.net.   

This is a second request for help with this project.  Thank 
you to those who have sent some information.
How often do you get asked to complain about something?  
Here is your chance to do it and get thanked for it.   

www.danversbipeds.org

Don’t forget to shop your local bike shops, Landry’s 
and  Western Cycle for all your bicycling supplies.
Bring your membership card and get a discount.


